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Our efforts to solidify our curriculum from Pre Kindergarten through 
grade twelve have been bolstered by the use of technology on a number of 
fronts.  The district is using ATLAS, a robust data base, to write, store, 
and search the curriculum that our teachers use.  Right now, during the 
construction phase, these documents are in the private domain, but in 
time, these documents will be shared internally with our students and 
parents to ensure greater transparency and flexibility for student learning.  
We are in the process of fleshing out English Language Arts and 
mathematics.  Next fall we will begin our science units.   

What’s important about this tool is that it allows our teachers to 
collaborate in one place on unit writing.  Assessments will also be stored 
here, and materials for use for instruction.  There is room for teachers to 

share interventions and for activities that help to enrich or remediate understanding.  We keep our writing 
rubrics here so that teachers can use these across the curriculum, as now required, and they can save their 
open response questions and their writing prompts here for all to use.   

This tool, combined with software from Google, and the state’s new assessment database, EDWIN, will bring 
all of the necessary components of good instruction into one location: the teacher laptop.  Teachers will be 
able to go from the EDWIN assessment dashboard, learning where each child performed on the MCAS and 
then go right into the unit of study and break it down for those who need more intervention and compact it 
for those who need to go into more depth to extend and enrich their understanding of terms and concepts.  
These three software tools will bridge together the most important elements of the best of teaching and 
learning.  EDWIN has yet to be released on a wide scale, however, last year and this year we are learning 
about how to collaborate with GOOGLE and this year we have focused on unit writing in ATLAS so by the 
time EDWIN is fully launched by the state we should be ready to unleash its potential.  Teacher plans will 
never be the same with these three tools available for all staff all of the time.   

What  P lan s  W e  Hav e  

On March  26 the NASHOBA Regional 
School Committee will be holding a public 
hearing on their approved budget beginning 
at 6:15 p.m. at the Emerson School in the 
Conference Room on the second floor of 
the administration building.  The school 
committee will open comments from the 
public on the budget that will be presented 
at the annual town meeting on May 6th in 
each of the communities of Bolton, 
Lancaster and Stow. 
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Teachers observing teachers at Mary 

Rowlandson Elementary School. 

The Policy Sub Committee spent most of 
their March 5th meeting discussing the pros 
and cons of school choice for the district.  It 
started with a review of why it started and 
whether some of its original goals have 
been addressed in a meaningful way.  The 
diversity, revenue stream for added 
programs and for a buffer against school 
choice and charter students not attending 
the district, a consistent approach to 
curriculum, and providing some 
opportunity for district staff to have their 
children attend district schools.  There is 
much consternation that the numbers of 
school choice are not evenly represented 
throughout the elementary classrooms and 

that the impact of the large influx of 
students in 2010 placed an unintended 
burden on the Florence Sawyer complex.  
Now, with a very clear protocol for 
calculating entry numbers, the growth of 
school choice is limited.  Unless another 
section of kindergarten is added for Stow’s 
half day program there will be no 
kindergarten school choice throughout the 
district and very few available seats 
elsewhere due to class size.  The committee  
went through different possibilities for 
understanding the impact of cancelling it 
for the coming school year.  The most 
challenging is for a way to work with 
existing school choice families that allow 

them to have to some ability to plan for the 
future and to have their children attend the 
same school.  There appears to be no quick 
fix as the answer to the legal question as to 
whether the district can continue with 
sibling preference if it closes school choice 
appears to be absent from the law and from 
any case law.  Both being silent suggests 
that there is no ability to allow school 
choice for just one group of participants.  
The sub committee agreed to have Mr. 
Wood go back and look at the protocol and 
recommend what a new rendition might 
look like that addresses current load, 
impact on school facilities, siblings, and 
looking to phase down the overall count.   
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FRIENDS OF 
DRAMA  

Say Hello to 
Dolly 

March 22nd 
and 23rd 

at 7:30PM 
and March 24th 
at 2:00PM at 
NRHS in the 
auditorium. 

On March 13th at 7:00 p.m. the district will 
be hosting a panel discussion on student safety 
with guest panelists from our schools and the 
police departments in our district.  Michael 
Wood will host the panel discussion on how 
the schools keep safety paramount in the man-
agement of our schools.  The police will talk 
about strategies employed to work with the 
schools and the communities to continue to 
get the message out that safety is something 
you need to practice daily, not something you 
learn about and store.  Guest panelists include 
Dr. Graham, NRHS Principal; Joel Bates, FSS 
Principal, Patrick Perkins, LBMS Principal, 
Chief Alfano, Bolton Police; and Marty 
Gannon, Lancaster Detective.  The panel 
begins at 7:00 p.m. at Florence Sawyer 
School in the auditorium.   

Please help the Nashoba 
Regional Scholarship 

Foundation by answering 
your phone! 

Our phone-a-thon returns on 
Sunday April 7th from 11:00-4:00pm. 
Student volunteers will use their cell phones 
to call area residents to ask for their pledge 
to support the NRSF. This is our only spring 
fundraiser so please help to make it 
successful! The NRSF awards scholarships 
to Nashoba graduates on the basis of 
academic accomplishments, community 
service and leadership. Thanks to our 
donors, twenty-two $1000-scholarships were 
awarded to graduating seniors in June 2012. 
We need your help to continue this important 
program. Please remember to answer the 
phone on April 7th! 

NRH S  S cho lar sh i p  

F und  

District Assessment System 
Next week your child in grades 
three through ten will begin the 
annual Massachusetts Compre-
hensive Assessment System 
(MCAS) and your school has 
already sent home the calendar 
of when tests will be adminis-
tered.  Our curriculum is aligned 
with these assessments, how-
ever, this will be the first year 
with the new “Common Core” 
elements that have been written 
about in this column previously.   
The MCAS results are used to 
inform the schools and district 
how well teachers teach the cur-
riculum to each group of stu-
dents.  While we do have indi-
vidual scores and these do get 
sent home, the primary use of 
these scores is to inform curricu-
lum and instructional practices 
for whole classes and interven-
tions for students who have spe-
cific areas of concern.  These 
interventions are then monitored 
by the assessment system we 

have in district and the reporting 
on student performance is done 
through our standards based re-
port cards in grades K-5 and in 
the near future will be broad-
ened out to the middle school 
report card and eventually for 
our high school students as well.  
A new requirement by the state 
is that all school districts will 
design their own assessment sys-
tem that supports, or enhances 
the information parents get from 
the MCAS results.  We are in the 
process of designing such a sys-
tem and have been for the past 
few years.  For reading we use 
the Developmental Reading As-
sessment in K-3.  In math we 
currently have a teacher designed 
assessment that is used in grades 
one through five, but we will be 
examining this in light of the new 
curriculum just completed.  We 
have begun a writing assessment 
for grades one through five and 
will expand that in the coming 

years.  In grades six through 
twelve, teachers of each content 
will design assessments that are 
used in their courses, determine 
when they are given and how 
they will be scored.  All of these 
will be in place of existing assess-
ments for similar units of study 
so no additional instructional 
time will be taken away.  All of 
these assessment practices will 
connect with the State’s ex-
pected adoption of a new state-
wide assessment system named 
PARCC (Partnership for Readi-
ness in College and Careers).  
This new assessment system is 
expected to be launched in the 
2014 –2015 school year.  By that 
time we plan to have our district 
assessment system, aligned with 
our report cards, and connected 
to PARCC so parents get the 
most complete picture of student 
performance.   

BUY A BRICK 

The Nashoba Athletics 
Booster Club will be offering 
you an opportunity to buy a 
brick, engraved with the in-
scription of your choice. Your 
brick will be incorporated into 
the outdoor design around the 
new concession area to be 
built near the Stadium Field. 
(The exact location and design 
are being worked on by the 
NRSD Facilities Department. 
Construction is expected to 
take place during the sum-
mer). Bricks can be ordered 
during April and May. More 
information will be provid- 
ed on the Booster Club web-
site and in subsequent news- 
letters. All proceeds will go to 
benefit the Booster Club. 
Please contact the Booster 
Club at  
NashobaBoosters@nrsd.net 
with any questions. 
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